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ODOR HONORED DEAD 
VIETNAM 


1965-1966 


DYPTRODOCTION 


Not since World War TL and the “Battered Bastards of 
Bastogne,” have paratroopers of the 101st Airborne Divi- 
sion faced an enemy on the battlefield. But on July 29, 
1965, the Ist Brigade of the famed “Screaming Eagles” was 


thrown headlong into the combat hell of Vietnam. 


This is the odyssey of the Ist Brigade, 101st Airborne 


Division — during its first year in Vietnam. 
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The highest privilege of my career has been to com- 
mand the Brigade. We share a common honor when we 
can proudly state that we served in Vietnam with the Ist 
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. 


God bless, good luck, and good hunting! 
COL. JAMES S. TIMOTHY 


Commanding Officer 
JULY 6, 1965-JANUARY 29, 1966 
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Although scientists have invented weapons that have revolue 
tionized warfare, they have not been able to replace you, the 
soldier on the ground, who remains the key to victory. All would 
be but an empty shell were it not for your “fighting heart.” Ag: 


gressive, defiant, physically fit. eager to fight. and with pride in 


1 superh fighter 


your profession, you are unbeatable — you a 
in the finest traditions of America’s greatest warriors—and a 
diplomat as well. 


WILLARD PEARSON 
Brig. Gen., U.S.A., Commanding 


JANUARY 29, 1966 


DIP uLOmaAars 


ORS 


WARK 


ODYSSEY ORDER OF BATTLE 


ASSIGNED. 


ODYSSEY 


Ist BRIGADE , lolst AIRBORNE DIVISION 
AIRBORNE 


Sourn Cina Sea 


CAMBODA 
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THE CROSSING AND THE 
USNS LE ROY ELTINGE 


OFF TO ANOTHER WAR 
JULY 6TH, 1965 


The troopers of the Ist Brigade, 11st Airborne Division, 
departed Fort Campbell, Kentucky, the evening of July 6th 


1965. They were flown to San Francisco International Ai 


port aboard commercial airlines 


Immediately upon arrival, 


they boarded chartered buses for the long ride to Oakland 
Army Terminal where they were greeted by an Army band, 


Red Cross “Doughnut Dollies,” 


and a grey ship. The ship 


seemed too short to have such high smokestacks, and, as the 
clite troopers boarded it, the ship seemed to get smaller and 
smaller. Every inch of its 510 fect was painted grey—that 


is, all but the black block letters 


toward the bow which pro- 


claimed USNS General Leroy Eltinge. One trooper from 
Arizona remarked, “Gee, 1 wonder what battle General 


Eltinge lost to have shat named 
the crowded dock informed him. 
men were in good spirit 


after him.” A voice from 
“He was Custer’s $2.” The 


; they had been chosen to be the 


first American stateside unit to fight in Vietnam; they were 
embarking on a great adventure; they were going to beat 


“Victor Charlie.” 


Aboard ship the troopers encountered many minor prob- 
Jems—such as the terms used by the Navy for necessary 
things like latrine (head), stairs (ladder well), mess. hail 
(galley), and so on. One encounter below decks could best 


explain the airborne troopers’ problems. As one ser} 
Jeft the latrine, after being informed by a sailor it was 


vant 
a 


head, he met a private, apparently seasick, in the passage- 


way. The private weakly asked, 
where the latrine is?” “There a 


“Hey, Sarge, do you know 
no latrines on this ship,” 


the sergeant began to explain, feeling quite smug with his 
new knowledge of nautical terms, at which time the private 


softly murmured, “Oh my God! 


and shuffled past the NCO. 


————— 
USNS paring 


HERE IT STARTED — CAM RANIT BAY 
JULY 29, 1965 


After twenty days of stop and go sailing, the USNS 
General Leroy Eltinge entered Cam Ranh Bay on July 29th, 
1965. As one trooper put it, “The sand didn't look very 
appealing but anything was better than a slow boat to 
Vietnam, 


As they disembarked the troopers were met by two former 
1OIst Airborne Division Commanders—Maxweil D. Taylor, 
U. S. Ambassador to Victnam, and General W, C. West- 
moreland, Commander, U.S. Mi ry Assistance Command, 
and Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam. 
Later that same day, July 29th, elements of the Brigade dug 
into a defensive perimeter to the west of a logistical complex 
based at Cam Ranh Bay. Thus began their acclimatization 
to the tropic heat. Within two days after their arrival, squad 
and platoon patrols were deployed in the Brigade tactical 
area of responsibility adjacent to the bay. Two weeks later 
battalion operations were under way clearing the Cam Ranh 
Bay-Nha Trang area. Five operations were conducted: 
BARRACUDA, HAMMER, CUTLASS, ANVIL, and 
BARRACUDA HAMMER. The most memorable of these 
was BARRACUDA in which the objective was two hill 
masses west of Nha Trang. This action netted the Brigade’s 
first enemy killed in action 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Brigade’s first enemy contact and the 
acclimatization of the troopers to intense southeast Asian sun 


was accomplished. 


Flags are dipped in salute. 


Al] Aishore That’s 


Going Ashore 


Men of 10st Abn Div set up for operation. 


Dig in and Wait 
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AN KHé-THE ODYSSEY BEGINS 


AUGUST 26TH, 1965 


Unlike other U.S, units in Vietnam, the Ist Brigade did not imme: 
diately establish a base camp in its first operational area, ‘This gave 
birth to the nickname, “Nomads of Vietnam,” as the Brigade moved 
out on Operation HIGHLAND. This nickname followed the troop- 
ers.as they moved the length and breadth of Vieinam, 


In Operation HIGHLAND the Brigade was to secure a base at 
An Khe for the Ist Cavalry Division (Airmobile). To allow the 
cavalry to safely debark, deploy to An Khe, and achieve a combat 
configuration, three areas required attention, First, Qui Nhon, 
where unopposed debarkation was essential; second, Highway 19 
connecting Qui Nhon and An Khe; and finally, An Khe, the loca- 
tion for the base camp of the newly arrived sky soldiers. 


Task Force Collins which consisted of the 2d Battalion, 327th 
Infantry, moved overland from Cam Ranh Bay to Nha Trang and 
from there was airlifted to An Khe on the 24th of August. Between 
August 22d and 25th all other elements of the Brigade moved by 
truck from Cam Ranh Bay to Nha Trang, then by LST to Qui Nhon. 

The initial landing at Qui Nhon was made by elements of the Ist 
Battalion, 327th Infantry, who along with 2d Battalion, 502d Infan- 
try, ascaulted west to clear infamous Highway 19 in the Qui Nhon 
area. This phase of Operation HIGHLAND was successfully com- 
pleted when a heliborne assault by the Ist Battalion, 327th Infantry, 
secured the critical An Khe pass—the same pass where previously 
the French Mobile Group 100 had been virtually annihilated. 


While the Brigade guarded the Ist Cavalry Division's lifeline 
from Qui Nhon to An Khe there was no loss of life or equipment 
due to enemy action. 


While providing security for the incoming Ist Cavalry Divi- 
sion (Airmobile), the troopers of the Ist Brigade used a system of 
overlapping patrols and a series of sweeping operations designed to 
find, fix, and destroy the enemy. Twenty-three such operations were 
conducted utilizing company size or larger forces. In mid-Septem- 
ber one of the sweeps turned into the first major contact for the 
Brigade and the first conquest of a Viet Cong (VC) main force unit 
by any US. Army element in Vietnam. The operation was dubbed 
GIBRALTAR and consisted of a battalion minus heliborne assault 
carried out by the 2d Battalion, 502d Infantry. 


Landing at 7:00 o'clock in the morning, in what was later deter- 
mined to be a Viet Cong battalion command post the troopers found 
themselves completely surrounded and outnumbered, Only one com- 
pany and a half were able to set down on the landing zone; the 
Temaining assault force was waved out of the arca by a captain on 
the ground who was later killed by heavy ground fire. But as rein- 
forcements arrived it was quite evident the original assault had 
caught the enemy by complete surprise, and he was never able to 
reorganize his force. This was compounded by the courageous ac- 
tions of the surrounded troopers who took the offensive and badly 
mauled the confused Viet Cong. When the battle ended three days 
Jater, 226 enemy bodies were left on the battlefield. 


By September 26th the Ist Cavalry assumed responsibility for 
the An Khe urea and the Sereaming Exgles once again moved on, 
this time 10 Qui Nhon to provide security for the incoming Repub- 
lie of Korea Capital Division 


HIGHLIGHTS — The Brigade’s first_ major operation 
was successfully concluded, and its first major battle 
was an overwhelming victory. ‘The courage. aggressive- 
ness, and stamina of the Screaming Eagles were made 
evident by their heroic actions during Operations 
HIGHLAND and GIBRALTAR. 
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Probing for hidden mines. 


quipment and 


Early fruits of battle—VC e 


banners. 
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A lonely vigil near An Khe. 


Rocket assault on bunker. 


Qui Dhon 


tical terrain around Qui Nhon. the Re- 
ctil pivision safely came ashore. The stil 


fie Ist Brigade then pressed the Viet 
1s which eventually 


= Forewell to Uc ip 


Operation Sayonara 


Alter seizing the 
public of Korea Cap! 
homeless troopers 0 


It was during Operation SAYONARA that the 2d Battalion, 


327 Infantry, captured 200 tons of rice—at the tim 

single rice Cache seized by U.S. forces in Oe Cong by numerous, around-the-clock patrol , 

Was tumed over to local Vietnamese officials for distribution to forced the elusive enemy orth into the Phu Cat Mounsains 
the people who had been forced 0 harvest it for the Viet Cong. ‘This was Operation SAYONARA. lasting from late Septem- 
“The operation was a success in more than one way. It No! ber until early November. veryone quickly learned the meas- 
only insured the safe arrival of the Korean Capital Division by ing of the word “monsoon,” but tn spite of the weather and in 
what was previously termed solid Viet ‘Cong-infested territory. 
Jess than 10 battalion operations, 


ai Nhon area, leaving 81 killed writ as evo a no 
Vietnamese peopl = ¢ Briga 

lesndinese peOPIe NHS mest of which liberated small h 
Qui Nhon area. 


driving the enemy from the Q 
by bod , bu 
yy body count, but also many amlets and villages within the 


their homes. 


October Ist, 1965 


HIGHLIGHTS —The liberation of hamlets and villages previously under 
Viet Cong control allowed 9,000 Vietnamese to resume a normal life 
while returning to them the rice they had harvested for the enemy while 
under VC domination. 
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QDI DAON AND THE RAINY SEASON 
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Crossing a stream in the Qui Nhon area. 


PHAN RANG -—THE GAGLE’S ROOST 


Local security. 


Tt wasn’t until October that the Brigade finally found 
a home, Six miles inland from the South China Sea 
on the hot, dusty, coastal plains near Phan Rang, the 
Eagle's Roost was built, 

Only a small percentage of the troopers remained 
at the base camp for any length of time. Once the 
arca was relatively secured, their Odyssey continued 
as the infantry and artillery units moved out to seek 
and destroy the enemy. 


Meanwhile the tents tuned a muddy 
tan under the constant attack of wind 
and dust and, when the rains came, it 
was flood time. Hours flew by for the 
Tear area troopers who were supporting 
the forward command with every essen 
tial item of war while at the same time 
attempting to develop the base camp 
into a comfortable place to live. 


It wasn’t until the summer months of 
1966 that cement floors were laid and 
units began to establish tent cities. But 
as history was to prove, aside from a 
brief Christmas break, the Odyssey pre- 
cluded the vast majority of the Brigade 
from secing their basc camp at Phan 
Rang, At a Commander's meeting at 
Nha Trang in carly 1966, General W. C. 
Westmoreland, COMUSMACV, noted 
that the Ist Brigade had the highest 
operational rate of any U.S. unit in Viet- 
nam and urged the other Commanders 
Present to emulate their record. 


LAI AG 


DECEMBER 10TH, 1965 


No sooner had the Nomads returned from Qui Nhon 
their newly designated base camp at Phan Rong late 
in November, when the call came from the South, and 
the Brigade was on the move again, this time for 
Operation CHECKERBOARD. 


le- 
ments of the 2/502 and 1/327 Infantry Battalions, 
along with artillery support from the 2/320, immediate- 
ly deployed via a tactical motor march to the Ben Cat- 
Lai Khe area. En route, the Brigade encountered 
‘Cong command detonated mines. The 
operation, which saw the Eagles joined by elemenis of 
the Ist Infantry Division, 173d Airborne Brigade, Aus- 
tralian, and ARVN troops, had sporadic and light enemy 
contact. However, an underground tunnel system was 
discovered containing 400 tons of rice, thousands of 
rounds of small arms ammo, a small hospital and logis- 
tical supplies. On December 24th the Brigade completed 
the move back to its new base camp at Phan Rang. 
where it enjoyed its first Christmas at “home” away 
from home. It was a fitting conclusion to the Brigade’s 
first six months in Vietnam. 


—~BED CAT 


Ps 


HIGHLIGHTS —The documents and 
supplies captured by the Brigade proved 
to be valuable assets in the conduct of 
future operations in the Lai Khe- Ben 
Cat area. 


Regroup after the 
checkerboard sweep. 
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Teamwork with the Australians. 


Awaiting helicopters for heliborne assault during an 
operation at Ben Cat. 


Paratroopers “hit the dirt’ after being fired on by snipers 


TOY HOA THE DDAL HARVEST — 


The New Year began 
OPERATION with a move that set_an 


: unbelievable pace which 

y J the Brigade would con- 

VAN BUREN tc tht the ent of ts 
first year. 


Lead clements left Phan Rang in January 1966 
for Tuy Hoa by Air Force C-130 and C-123 air 
craft. The operation was called VAN Bi 
its two-fold mission was essentially to: Protect the 
rich rice harvest from the Viet Cong, and simul- 
tancously harvest a crop of VC. By January 17h 
the Brigade less the 1/327 which remained at Phan 
Rang 0 conduct Operation SEAGULL in Ninh 
Thuan Province, closed at Tuy Hoa and was 
operational. 


Tuy Hoa is a sprawling city between two air- 
fields—North and ‘South, Traveling from one to 
the other requires crossing a single-lane, 1,000- 
meter-long bridge, which causes traffic to back up 
for a mile or more. The road leading from the 
beach on the South China Sea near the South Air- 
field to the city is bordered by endless miles of rice 
paddies and spotted with black-clad farmers. 


The Brigade Headquarters was established on the 
high sand dunes of North Field overlooking a broad 
sweep of green rice ficlds which disappeared at the 
base of the distant mountains. 


During the Vietnamese three-day national holi- WAIT — NOW ATTACK 
day known as TET, the 2/502 sped on_an errand 


of mercy. Some 85 orphan children, 22 Roman 
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RICe AND THE 95TH NVA REGT- 


ig. Gen. Willard Pearson with Lt. Col. Joseph Rogers during an 


Jet Lt. Dennis £ 


tian tour ofter the area has been secured, With the General 


+7, who is the leader of the unit “Tiger Force.” 


Catholic nuns, one priest, and a number of fam- 
ilies were evacuated from the VC- threatened 
hamlet of Hoi Tin, 28 kilometers north of Tuy 
Hoa. An orphanage was then opened in the city 
of Tuy Hoa sponsored by the 2/502d Infantry: 
it is still very active today. 


During the first week in February, C Company 
of the 2/502d encountered elements of the clite 
95th North Vietnamese Army (NVA) Regiment, 
made famous in Vernard M. Fall's “Street With- 
out Joy.” The company, together with a task 
force of the 1/327th, fought a sharp engagement 
with the heavily entrenched enemy, later deter- 
mined to be a battalion, at My Canh (2). At 
‘one point of the fight—the troopers engaged the 
enemy unit in vicious hand-to-hand combat while 
members of the 1/327 staged a heroic charge, 
overrunning well-entrenched enemy automatic 
weapons, When it became evident to the gallant 
but soundly beaten enemy that the Eagles were 
not to be denied, they broke contact under the 
cover of darkness, leaving 105 dead in the high 
grass of the densely overgrown battlefield. 


Operation VAN BUREN terminated on Feb- 
ruary 21st with the successful harvest of the 
Vietnamese rice and the mauling of the Sth Bat- 
talion of the proud 95th NVA Regiment. 


More than 30,000 tons of rice were harvested 
under the watchful eye of the alert Screaming 
Eagles, In previous harvests, the Viet Cong had 
reaped approximately 80 per cent of the rice 
The success of Operation VAN BUREN was 
more than a tremendous blow to the enemy's 
stomach; it was also a shot in the arm for the 
local Vietnamese economy and a boost to the 
morale of the people in the Tuy Hoa Valley 


The leader in battle is the 
first one to move. 


OPERATION HARRISON 


_ Following the rice harvest, extensive sweeping and patrol 
ling operations were carried out in the surrounding jungled 
regions and into the treacherous mountains during Opera 
sion HARRISON, 

In Operation HARRISON the Brigade employed long- 
tange reconnaissance patrols deep behind enemy lines to 
develop intelligence information on which to deploy the 
Brigade, The Tiger Force of the 1/327 and the Hawk 
Platoon of the 2/327. were employed by their respective 
battalions on similar missions. 

The largest encounter of Operation HARRISON occurred 
when elements of the Ist Battalion, 327th Infantry, once 
again locked in heavy combat with regulars of the 98th 
NVA Regiment. The battle took piace southwest of Tuy 
Hoa near the hamlet of My Phu. It started slowly, as did 
most engagements, but the sporadic fire steadily increasing 
in volume to the high pitch of a major fire fight. Unlike 
other enemy forces the “Always First” Brigade paratroopers 
had previously met, this enemy regiment was truly profes. 
sional and this was to be a battle between the professionals, 
Using one company as a base of fire and one as the maneu- 
ver clement, the “Above the Rest™ battalion moved relent- 
lessly forward. In perhaps the Brigade's first night airmobile 
assault under fire, the Tiger Force was successfully inserted 
into a blocking position on a one-helicopter landing zone 
Next morning when the smoke had cleared from the battle. 
field, the troopers dominated the enemy positions, counting 
118 enemy dead. 

Night movement, ambushes, and patrols were conducted 
routinely, In subsequent operations to the west, the 2/5024 


ummeu 


conducted a battalion airmobile oper- 
ation between the hours of 1:00 and 
3:00 o'clock in the morning, the first 
battalion night operation on record. 

In the mountains south of Tuy Hoa 
the 2d Battalion, 327th Infantry, at- 
tacked a VC redoubt, capturing a cache 
of nearly 100 individual weapons. 

Following Operation HARRISON 
the Brigade conducted Operation 
FILLMORE. This was another search 
and destroy mission in an expanded 
arca of operations in Phu Yen Prov- 
ince. Night patrolling and ambushes 
were again the rule, but a new twist 
was also added—clandestine entry of 
company size units as immediate re- 
action forces to capitalize on informa- 
tion gained by small reconnaissance 
elements. ‘The technique was success- 
ful, for in one battle alone, the 1/327 
killed 47 VC by body count and an 
additional 29 estimated killed. 

In mid-April the Brigade was or- 
dered south to Phan Thiet, but the 
2/327 remained at Tuy Hoa to pro- 
vide a stabilizing force in the rice rich 
valley. 


HIGHLIGHTS — From mid-January to 
mid-April the Brigade denied the Viet Cong 
80 per cent of the semi-annual rice harvest, 
and accounted for 637 enemy dead con- 
firmed by body count. The number of ral- 
liers skyrocketed by 724 as a result of 
military pressure on the Viet Cong. The 
Brigade pioneered in sulucting airmobile 
operations during the hours of darkness, 
the extensive employment of Long Range 
Reconnaissance Patrols, night operations on 
a routine basis, and clandestine entry into 
the battlefield of company size immediate 
reaction forces, 


THE HARVEST UNDER THE EAGLE’S WING | 


LRRP PREPARES FOR ANOTHER MISSION 
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Y TRAPS WHILE THE CAU COVERED 


THE ENGINEERS CHECKED BOOB 


PHAN THIET AND THE COAST 


APRIL 12TH, 1966 


Not since the humiliating defeat of two French regi- 
ments at the hands of the Viet Minh in 1954 had the 
quict seacoast town of Phan Thiet seen a major foreign 
military unit. But on April 16th, the Odyssey of the 
Brigade (minus one batialion left at Tuy Hoa) included 
a stop on the plains bordering the South China Sea at 
Phan Thiet. 


Arriving by C-130 aircraft and LST, the Brigade im- 
mediately began an unusual mission of conducting search 
and destroy operations astride the Vietnamese Il and TIT 
Corps boundary, an area reported to contain a Viet Cong 
redoubt. The patrols were Tong and tiring, and the short- 
age of potable water in the arca made Operation AUS- 
TIN II most arduous. On one of the Long Range Recon- 
naissance Patrols (LRRP) a rather humorous incident 
took place. While trying to locate a suspected Viet Cong 
force, the LRRP’s came upon a small enemy training 
camp with a class in session; the subject of the class was 
“Beware of American Long Range Patrols.” 


LLRP—Long way out. 


The troopers used water bags for the first time whi? 
decreased the requirement for daily resupply and 
1/327 conducted the Brigade's second night airmobét 
In this operation there were 21 enemy kilt! 

and seven weapons captured. Also the Brigade efis? 

: tively integrated its operations with the Army of 

HLAGHTS—The Brigade destroyed the myth of enemy Republic of Vietnam forces, Civilian Irregular’ Defes® 

jountainous redoubt astride the II-IIT Groups, Popular Forces, Regional Forces, and Nati 

Corps boundary asa sanctuary. Policemen of Binh Thuan Province. During a visit 1% 

Command Post in April, Gen. W. C. Westmoreland. * 

addressing the Brigade staff following a briefing. © 

marked that “the Ist Brigade coordinated its operat®® 

with the Vietnamese military and paramilitary foo 
more effectively than any other U.S. unit,” 


hdAon co AND THE JONGLES 


May Ist, 1966 


On April 25th the Eagle began yet another leg of ite Odys- 
sey, this one to the monsoon swept jungles of Quang Duc 
Province, 88 miles northwest of Mission: To conduct 
Spoiling attacks against North Vietnamess Army concentras 
tions along the Cambodian order and astride the H-lIl Corps 
boundary prior to the onslaught of the southeast monwens 

The operation was dubbed AUSTIN VI. At first it seemed 
as though the rumor of the Viet Cong not wanting to engage 
the Brigade was going to hold true, For six days the Ist Bat- 
lation, 327th Infantry and the 2d Battalion, $020 Infantry, 
both operating clindestinely, scoured the thick jungles along 
the Cambodian Border with no contact, 

A report then reached the Brigade intelligence nerve center 
that enemy activity was taking place near Bu Gia Map in Phuoc 
Long Province, The elite “Recondo™ Platoon of the Strike 
Force (2/502) led the way and was helilifted to begin search 
and destroy missions followed by the rest of the 2/50 
thereafter the 1/327 was committed to back up the “02. 
later a Task Force of the 173d Airborne Brigade came into 
Song Be and moved to link up with 502d, The operation also 
included mission support by the 45th Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam Regiment which provide iy for artillery from 
the Ist Battalion, 30th Antillery, and later linked up with the 
1/327 Infantry on a massive sweep. 


Shortly after assaulting the Hu Gia Map Airstrip, the skies 
darkened. the monsoons began, and the “Strike Force” 
(2 S024) was hit with sporadic small arms fire. The troopers, 
hungry for a battle, prewed forward deep into the dense under. 
growth west of Hu Gia Airstrip using their famous “Checker. 
board” tastes, During one of the many small fire fights a 
North Vietnamese Army Sergeant was captured, He told 
‘of a four company ambush awaiting the American force. 

This was 4 moment long overdue ay fat as the troopers were 
concerned, so with Company “A" of the $020 continuing on 
toward the reported ambush site, the battalion's elite Recondo 
force flanked the enemy ov May 10th, The result was a vise- 


The trap that netted JS enemy dead and 20 wea sin the 
hellish he fire fight which the enemy broke off in a 
hasty retreat, Throughout the night, two batteries of the 2d 


Battalion, 320th Artillery fired 2000 rounds in support of the 
infantry. The effectiveness of this support was attested to by a 
large body count and by confirmation from a captured NVA 
soldier that the artillery badly mauled his company. On May 
Ith there was a repeat performance with Company A attack- 
ing frontally while Task Force Brown, and elements of A 
Troop. 2/17th Cavalry (the latter attached 10 the SO2d). 
swept to the rear to strike the enemy. Enemy resistance cok 
lapsed and, as darkness fell, the paratroopers followed the 

NVA to the Border in the wake of an early morning 
trike. 

In the meantime the 1/327th Infantry. swecping to the 
sould and cust, overran and destroyed a large and claborate 
Viet Cong complex consiviing of @ provincial headquarters 
and a prisoner of war camp. Although many valuable docu 
ments were taken, one American prisoner was not: the WC 
moved him 30 minutes before the troopers entered the in 
closure. 

While at Nhon Co the greatest disaster of the year descended 
on the Brigade. A CH-47 (Chinook) Helicopter crashed kill 
ing 21 paratroopers, including the Brigade Chaplain. 


HIGHLIGHTS: The infiltration of an NVA Regiment inte 
War Zone D was thwarted ay 101 enemy were killed and 2 
Cong Provincial Headquarters and privoner of war cam? 
were destroyed. 


WE'RE 


WAITING 


FOR YOU, 


“CHARLIE.”” 
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Paratroopers of the Ist Bde, 10lst Abn Div, load on to a C-130 for Dak To 


CHEO REO —- Third Split and Rain 


jay 20th to 29th, 1966 


Northeast of Saigon in the center of Vietnam along 
the mosquito-infested lowlands of the Eapa River nestles 
Cheo Reo. It was here the Brigade became the I Field 
Force Vicinam reserve when the enemy crossed the bor- 
der and attacked U.S. Forces west of Pleiku. The “Al- 

ays First" Brigade split three ways when the 2d Battal- 
n, 502d Infantry, was moved to Pleiku as the I Field 
Force Vietnam immediate reaction force. This left the 
Ist Battalion, 327th Infantry, in Cheo Reo while the 2d 
Baualion, 327th Infantry, remained in the Tuy Hoa 
Valley. 

The troopers left in Cheo Reo had a great battle with 
the elements as the skies opened up and literally turned 
the camp into a river of mud. The stay at Cheo Reo 
was short as the Brigade received orders to move to 
Dak To in Northern Kontum Province, 

rai 


HIGHLIGHTS—The only battle fought was with the 
monsoons. 


THE YEAR ENDS AT 


In the Cefitral Highlands the month of June meant tt 
monsoon rains and under Its cover came @ mujor enerey og 
fensive. That is why the 10Ist's Odyssey ineli the fatete 
stop at Dak To and Operation HAWTHORNE, now farmer, 

sic spoiling attack which blunted the NVA momens 
in Kontum Province. 


‘As the troopers unloaded from the reliable C-130 sirersg 
on the alrstrip next to the Civilian Irregular Defense Gray 
(CIDG) Camp at Dak To, Sey found themselves in the bes 
Uful green jungles of the cool Highlands. But as they 
to the left and right, then quickly to the front and rear they 
noticed one very strange aspect of their new operational are, 
a ring of mountains, surrounded by even taller. heavit 
‘overgrown mountains. “I've never seen Dien Bien Phu,” aij 
one trooper, "but this sure looks like, the description,” jy 
concluded. ‘Neither he nor his comrades could then 
that nine days later a very similar battle would erupt, ex. 
cept in reverse. 


The first mission of Operation HAWTHORNE was to re 
lieve the beleaguered mountain outpost of Toumorong. 
Ist Battalion. 327th Infantry, teamed up with elements of the 
24th Tactical Zone Command (42d ARVN Regiment and 2is, 
Ranger Battalion) to accomplish this phase of the operation 
‘The intelligence reports received at Brigade Headquarters in. 
dicated a major enemy drive was under way to, overrun the 
Central Highlands —first Toumorong on the high ground 
overlooking the Dak Tan Kan Valley, next Dak To, and final. 
ly Kontum itself. Tournorong was the focal point in the initial 
enemy offensive to capture the North Central Highlands. 


June 2d, 1966 
Tiger Forces prior to vicious Dak Tan Kan Valley fight. 


DAK TO -wWwiITH THE GREATEST BATTLE OF ALL 


At 2:30 the morning of June 7th an estimated North Viet- 
namese Army battalion of the 24th NVA Regiment savagely 
attacked an artillery-infantry-enginecr position in the valley 
west of Toumorong. This was the beginning of two weeks of 
the most violent fighting of the war in Vietnam, 


The position was manned by “B' 2d Howitzer Bat- 
talion, 320th Artillery; Company 2d Battalion, 502d 
Infantry; and elements of “A” Company, 326th Engincer Bi 
talion. The charging enemy was able to penetrate the artil- 
lery's perimeter where one of the many small dramas of the 
war took place. 


Gun number six came under extremely heavy attack, 
wherein a small war ensued over the ownership of the how: 
Itwer position. Twice the enemy took the position, twice the 
gun crew, turned infantry, took it back. The batlle that had 
{he winner take all climax saw the valiant Americans secure 
their weapon and fire point-blank into the still charging NVA 
ranks. As dawn brought light to the exhausted warriors, 86 
enemy bodies were counted, 13 of them inside the artillery 
position. 

After relieving the Toumorong outpost, the Ist Battalion, 
327th Inf. struck north to attack the blood-stained enemy. 
‘Another bitter battle erupted, this time engaging all three of 
the battalion's infantry companies at one time, each in. sepa- 
rate fire fights. It was to last for six bloody’ days. As the 
futile raged the 1/327th's elite Tiger Force was hard hit and 
aimost overrun by an estintated two companies of heavily 
Srined, well-trained NVA regulars. The battle for the valley 
nd Kontum Province was on and the enemy prayed for one 


thing, the monsoon with its accompanying clouds, mist, and 
rain, ‘The 2d Battalion, 502d Inf, was helllifted into a block- 
ing position where they would begin a sweep south to link 
up with their heavily engoged sister battalion. 


They too were hit and hit hard. The enemy had heavy 
machine guns and automatic weapons dug in all along the 
valley wall. He had been there a long time preparing for this 
battle, Now all the Infantry companies of both paratrooper 
battalions were heavily engaged. It was then that one of the 
most heroic actions of the war look place. Capt. William S. 
Carpenter, Commander of Co “C," 2d Battalion, 502d Inf, 
found his’ unit surrounded and being overrun by’ what-was 
later estimated to be an NVA battalion. As he spoke to his 
battalion commander the voices of the screaming, charging 
enemy could be heard over the radio. The Company Com- 
mander called an air strike on his own position—"They're all 
around us and in us—lel's take them with us—put it right on 
top of us.” The only thing in the air at the time was napalm 
but the enemy attack was broken and the company was 
saved, However, it was siill surrounded until "A" Company 
pressed through the thicket of bamboo and heavy enemy fire 
to relieve the pressure on "C” Company. 


Still another drama was to take place. A provisional com- 
pany of troopers of the 2/502d was quickly organized from 
men at the Phan Rang base camp. There was tangible evi- 
dence of the esprit de corps, courage, and fighting heart of 
the Screaming Eagles, These volunteers were either on orders 
to go home. recuperating from previous wounds, or about to 
go on "R&R" out of country. “This company would taxe the 


high ground above Companies “A" and and hold the 
landing zone to permit helicopter extraction of their dead 
and wounded, The enemy strength was fixed as a well 
trained NVA Regular Regt, probably reinforced. Their heavy; 
eapons were strategically placed in sturdy bunkers whic 
te spread out along the fingers and draws of the moun- 
tainside. As the battered but courageous 2d Bn, 502d Inf 
companies regrouped on Neoc Run Ridge and the Ist Bn, 
327th Inf, continued their relentless attack from the south, 
fa decision was made—bring in the big ones—let the B-52 
bombers batter Dak Tan Kan Valley before the Brigade 
moved in for the final kill. By now the battle was seven full 
days old and the whole world knew of the fight, The artil- 
lery had pounded the enemy, the air strikes had constantly 
pelted him and now B-52 bombers would set the stage for 
the final destruction of the 24th NVA Regiment. 


On Monday morning, June 13th, while the mountain mist 

fas slowly rising from the valley, 24 waves of bombers cre- 
ated a mare of craters below. As the 1/327 and the 2/502 
swept into the hills to clean up what, was left, they found a 
systematic series of tunnels, some going as deep as 50 feet, 
but they also found among the dead and dying, several score 
who fought on. The final act of Operation HAWTHORNE 
was ferreting out and killing or capturing the dichards. 


‘Maj. Gen, Stanley R. Larsen, Commanding General, I Field 
Force Vietnam, then on a trip to the United States, publicly 
stated that the Ist Brigade, 10lst Airborne Div, was “The 
best fighting unit in Vietnam.” When he addressed, the 
troops at Dak To, Gen. W. C, Westmoreland, COMUSMACV, 
first saluted the men of the brigade, then in stirring words 
praised their gallantry and heroism. ‘Following Captain Car- 
penter’s heroic action in the battle, the White House. Press 
Secretary said, “The President finds it an inspiring chapter 
in the Vietnam story.” 


one de oS 


uN of ite fierce deterrnans 
heraiem on veld of battle. the Ist Brigade, 191kt Aurtorne 
Division, succeeded in accomplishing ite mission to find, fix, and de. 

roy North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forees tn the DAK TO. TAN 
‘TOUMORONG ina Deiillant scheme of maneuver 


MIGHLIGHTS—As 


NVA Regiment, the 
the 24 Battal 

supported by a 
rounds of artillery 
inance, During the hour 


tacking south with both battalions 

‘of Firepower, including 21400 

vortices, This equaled 146 KT, 

and periods of rederes 

monsoons, around-the-clory 
strikes 


close alr support 

During the op 
Wied tn 39 
movitity of the 1 
the eneiny during 1@ days and nights of continuous contact. The 
Brigade svccesstully expleited # massive B.S? strike employed in , 
close support role with an airmobile assault into the center of ty 
target area 30 minutes after the strike 


Operation HAWTHORNE was one of the most viciously contested 
patties of the Vieinam war, Once the battle was joined. the 

was continuous. Day and night the battle raged, moving from bunken, 
to trench line, to spider hole, to bamboo thicket. to stream Ded. ang 
finally—to victory, 


‘Al the conclusion of Operation HAWTHORNE, the 24th Nerth Vier 
namese Army Regiment was rendered ineffective as 2 fighting unt 
Suffering over 1200 casualties by body count. By comparison. friend; 
Casuaities were 48 dead and 200 wounded, The ratio of enemy to frienaiy 
dead was 10 to 1 and the capture of 88 individual and 24 crew-server 
\eapons resulted in a body count to Weapons ratio of 43 to 1 Mow 
Jgnificanily 2 major North Vietnamese offensive to seize the Norn 
Centra) Highlands wae blunted with a classic «potling 


OPERATION 
BEAUREGARD 
(EAGLE BAIT) 


June 24th. 1966 


Following Operation HAWTHORN! 
the vicioriouy and scasoned Screaming 
Fagles faced to the west to screen U 
border and interdict infiltrating NVA units. 


To deceive the enemy and spring a trap 
as he moved into South Vietnam, every 
effort was made to silence the battlefield. 
Troopers entered their positions clandes- 
tinely at night with five days" supplies to 
preclude resupply. with choppers, a tell- 
tale sign of the presence of U.S. troops. 
pter traffic for the units in ambush 
ns was limited to emergency missions 
only. Artillery fires were silenced to entice 
the enemy to enter our area of operations 
and attack. Stay behind forces were em- 


ployed 


The enemy decided not to reinforce or 
replace the battered 24th NVA Regiment 
beaten in Operation HAWTHORNE. Oper- 
ation BEAUREGARD, therefore, produced 
only light contact. However, a large turn- 
cover of personnel had occurred in June and 
carly July, and BEAUREGARD provided 
splendid battle indoctrination for the large 
influx of newly assigned replacements. 


HIGHLIGHTS: New and old techniques 
were tried to solve the problem of finding 
the elusive guerrilla forces — clandestine 
entry into the battlefield, restricted heli- 
copter traffic, dampened artillery fires, and 
employment of stay behind forces. The old 
team began to break up but the well-trained 
replacements quickly and enthusiastically 
took their place. 


Tou Morong — the 
road in and the 
jungle around. 


With dawn came the end of the battle. 
Gun 6 still ours, 


He died inside the perimeter. 


B-52 CLOBBER 
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24TH NVA REGIMENT 
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A PROUD 
MOMENT 


NOT FINISHED — YET 


O LESS NVA BATTALIONS 


TUY HOA AND T 
April 12th, 1966, to July 29th, 1966 


THE 
ATTACK 
WAS 
LAUNCHEL 
FROM 
TUY HOA 
NORTH 


When the Brigade continued its Odyssey in April, departing Tuy Hoa 
for Phan Thict, to the proud and battle-tested 2/327th Infantry fell the 
task of securing the Tuy Hoa Valley. In late June, 13 miles northwest 
of Tuy Hoa, the “We Aim to Kill” battalion added still another great 
victory to the ever-growing Brigade roll call of battles, Operation 
NATHAN HALE 


Intelligence reports reaching the battalion headquarters told of a 
large enemy movement west of Tuy An. The battalion was not at full 
strength, since B Company had been attached to a sister battalion in 
the Dak Tan Kan Valley in Operation HAWTHORNE. 


Two companies were helilifted into position and moved out on dual 
anes In an allempt to find and engage the enemy force, This was made 
easy for them since the enemy attacked. At first C Company was hit 
near a fiver bank, the fire was automatic and extremely intense. 
~Charlie Company” hit the ground and began to maneuver. Company 
A, entering ene of the four small hai 
heavy fire ay they attempted to flank the enemy assailants. The two eed 
companies fought 19 link up thr ughout the first day and night, coming ; 
to within about 300 yards of each other, but that was as far as the P 


well-disciplined North Vietnamese would allow. For two solid days 
the battle raged—during the day under the blistering heat of the dry 
season and at night through a deluge of enemy mortars. 


“This was not a normal North Victnamese Army unit,” one trooper 
said. This statement was attested to when in the heat of one afternoon 
a large North Vietnamese Army force openly charged across a dried 
rice paddy into a rain of paratrooper mortar, artillery, and automatic 
weapons fire. The charge was so fanatical that even though it failed, 
leaving the ground covered with dead and wounded khaki-clad soldiers, 
some got as far as the perimeter of the American unit. 


As the fight wore into the third day the determined troopers took 
the offensive, reinforced by B Company returning from Dak To 
(Operation HAWTHORNE) and every available man from the head- 
quarters company. As a Brigade from the Ist Cavalry Division (Air 
mobile) arrived on the scenc, the “We Aim to Kill” Battalion slammed 
into the numerically superior force with such velocity that it broke the 
NVA stride and put them to rout, As one captured enemy commander 
said as he surrendered, “I was sent here to destroy a weak American 
force, instead you destroyed my company.” 


HIGHLIGHTS: In four days of vicious fighting the 2/327 killed 237 
enemy by body count, captured 14 NVA Regulars and 66 individual 
and 9 crew-served weapons, 


WIDGS<0 


In a counterinsurgency environment it is essential to win the loyally 
and allegiance of the people. In a country itical 
instability as exists in Vietnam, our presence, conduct, and methods of 
tactical operations must not become a political issue, Otherwise, the 
Government could fall. Our actions must be above reproach so that 
the Communists and Viet Cong have no opportunity to exploit unfavor- 
able actions through propaganda. Since we command no other forces 
but our own, it is also essential that we win the respect and admiration 
of the military and para-military forces in Vietnam. Unlike other wars, 
the importance of the individual soldier as an ambassador-at-large is 
much greater than ever before. He carries no briefcase, has neither a 
secretary, clean suit, nor car; but his standards of behavior, whether on 
or off duty, have a tremendous psychological impact on winning the 
wholchearted support of the Vietnamese people. He has been seen 
ing old men lift their heavy wood-laden carts from a mudhole, teaching 
little boys baseball and liitle girls jump rope. Although his face may 
be dirty and unshaven, his bright, wide smile makes the people of 
Vietnam trust and respect him. 


th such great political 


The “Diplomat” is the trooper who spends six days in the ficld and 
returns for a rest only to volunteer his services in a small, one-room 
school. He is the baby-faced medic who consoles an unsure mother 


DIPLOMAT 


while the doctor cleans a sore on her child, He is the company com- 
mander who takes time to fix a snapped bicycle chain for a heart- 
broken boy. He is the squad of Infantrymen who take their 15-minute 
break to help a farmer rebuild his house burned by the Viet Cong. 


For his efforts of understanding, compassion, and kindness, the 
“Diplomat” is winning the bi single battle of the war in Vietnam— 
the friendship, support, and allegiance of the Vietnamese people, 


THE €AGLE 


In the modern Army the individual trooper has been called upon to 
cshibit a great deal of initiative and personal leadership; this has been 
attested 10 in Vietnam, Moreover the paratroopers of the “Always 
First" Brigade were called upon to demonstrate the professionalism of 
the new breed of American fighting man, Better equipped and trained 
than his predecessor of Bastogne, the nomad warrior is a man of 
excitement, enthusiasm, aggressiveness, and victory. 


The “Warrior” is the man_who boards a helicopter at dawn for a 
15-minute ride to engage "Charlie." He's the dirty-faced “chicken 
patch” soldier who walked for days through the blistering Southeast 
Asian sun or monsoon downpour or waist-deep rice paddy. He's the 
five-foot, four-inch "little guy” who carries five days of “C™ rations, 
four cantcens, his black M16 and 400 rounds, a steel pot that gives 
him a headache, four hand grenades, a bayonet, entrenching tool, and 
rucksack filled with the other necessities of war, and maybe his squad 
leader's rifle, because he got killed the day before. 


He's the father of two little kids, one of whom he hasn't seen but 
who kecps getting little hats and presents from far away. He's the com- 
mander of a hundred men and with them he crosses another stream and 


WARRIOR 


plows through a bamboo thicket knowing his boots and socks won't dry 
until he stops to get some sleep, the day after tomorrow. 


The “Warrior” is the timid teenager who let out a belly laugh when 
his sergeant stepped on a punji stake and had it break harmlessly, He's 
the college graduate who is trying to forget a lot, like the friend he 
went to school with who got machine-gunned on patrol last night. 


He's the guy with two months left, point-man of a squad with an 
empty fecling in his stomach and his M16 on full automatic. 


But most of all the nomad warrior is the American paratrooper who 
has chased the Viet Cong all over Vietnam, defeating him in every 
decisive engagement 


THE 
ASSAULT 


‘Tumorang Troopers of Co A, 2d Bn, 502d Infantry, 101st Airborne Division, firing 
‘from old Viet Cong trenches as they beat off the Viet Cong attack during Operation 
‘Hawthorne.” 


THE TROOPER 


TUE NATIVES 


THE RICE BOWL WE PROTECT 


The 
ENEMY 


South Vietnam Prime Minister Nguyon Coa talks with North Vietnamese Army 
prisoners. Looking on is Brigadier General Willard Pearson. 
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A HARD CORE SQUAD AND LOCAL VC 


THE DEFEATED 
NVA 
AT DAK TO 
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Advance through the thickets—and a NVA prisoner. 


For some 
“Charlies” 
a whole new 
life began. 


For others 
life ended 
abruptly. 


Enemy FIRS 


The greatest fear in any 
war is the sound of battle. 


The cry “medic” brings help. 


THe BATTLEFIELD 


Some walked out. 


STAY ALERT 


During the many, travels. of the, Screaming Faxies the troopers, at 
Phan Rang were not (die. ‘Selgom has sn Atty (raining. prog Ds 
ral eerie of combat. Hu im he nwelfet ne Willy nnd 
paddies around Phan. Tang, replacements for the Brigade 
faced the ue reahty of the Vietnam wat before. they. mel the. enemy 
in'mortal combat Amid. booby traps, punjl sales, tien, live tite at 
the relentless Southeast Anan sun the hewly aasianed replacement Bre 
pared for their. Ody hour. six: 
they were taught to a 
1. matters not to the cadre of this Alert and St 
whether the In te feats ron dun 
Wert Pointer out ot 1 § Seasoned Veiera nother 
Wars Everyone had a fot'to learn, and each one Was taught the same 
Nard way 
From dawn of the frat full day tn camp ntl Jang past the sunse of 
me @ had wot the challenge of his 
1 the country Sed ‘im to drinke more and more waters 
the awareness ‘of What the von made him sirain. to. hear 
every word and to see every demnonoteation 


jay training. where 


TAY ALTY 


The greatest fear 
you will have 

is the sound of 
battle itself. 


te 
bruset be 
‘nd 

Ere nd 
Ste “he, 
SE Wounds expieding all 

But as his (ace turned trom sunburn to tan, and his water consump- 
tutm arog fram seven canteens 8 day 10 twa, he Became competent 
tons Cea ae eee Tae know now be ‘ghined profesional 
Pride'\n tis growin to a fighting man. 

When the man deploys to his unit to prepare for his actual baptism 
ch tire tree ay Geet thor ka hei eat the "yest Tgmting, eh 
im Weimar his cade’ hie comrades, and tos of a at 


PREPARE FOR PATROL 


THE FACES OF WAR 


TAS FEELINGS OF WAR 


No words can depict what is pictured 
on this page —but those who have 
served know the “feeling of war.” 


THE PEOPLE 
OF VIETHAM 


Sister 
and 
brother 
size up 
visitors. 
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THE VILLAGE PEOPLE — 


NEW CLOTHES 


CIVIL AFFAIRS AND MS 
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A smiling face —a gentle 


touch —a child's game. 


linning OF THE HEARTS 
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WELCOME CARE PACKAGE 


THE 100 PERF E> 
ANRBODY, " 


General 
North Vietnamese equipment taken 
on Operation Hawthorne. 


ye 
ime! 


Secretary Vance talking with one of the officers of the 101st Abn. 


ICT GAVIA ELO De 


COMPANY A, 10IST AVIATION BATTALION 


300 missions—24,000 combat hours—15 months’ combat duty—and a Distinguished Unit Citation for 
valorous combat action awarded by the President of the United State——to COMPANY A, 101ST AVIA- 
TION BATTALION. Scaborne, under command of Major Wayne Dutton, on the IWO JIMA—assembly 
of the UHID's for fight to SOC TRANG and the MEKONG DELTA the 13th Aviation Battalion. 
MAY 13, 196S$—first combat mission the extraction of troops of the Vietnamese 4th Ranger Battalion. 
JUNE 10-13—the 145th Aviation Battalion—DONG HOAI—2700 sorties to reposition 3500 troops in the 
face of fierce enemy fire to save the village, and the Distinguished Unit Citation, and continued combat ac- 
tion in Vietnam. 


Jungle descent 


Rockets ready. ” s 


A CHATA helicopter airlifts an artillery pj : 
ton," a search and destroy mission agalnsr the viet “Operation Hart 
ong, near Tuy 


Preparing to land troops during second 
wave landing in the Tuy Hoa area 


Search and destroy mission. Bring in the heavy stuff. 


DECORATIONS PRESENTED TO THE MEN 
OF THE IST BRIGADE, 10IST ABN DIV 


29 JULY 1965 TO 29 JULY 1966 


Mepat NUMBER AWARDED 
Distinguished Service Cross 2 1 6 6 ee ee ee 10 
A nn ee a ee a eee ee a ee 128 
Eegionsot MeN ok Ge ee ne ee ba GU eos 7 
Soldier's Medal 4 35 5 8 2} DMEM we we a we OR HS 28 
Bronzs(Stac for 'ValOr ois se aoe ae a a a 441 
Bronze Star for Meritorious Service... 1s ee ee es 636 
Ale Medal 32 G28 OR Gk WER ER GR © R -ROLS 162 
Air Medal for'Valor 5 se ee we 6 
Army Commendation Medal for Valor. . 1. we ee et ee 437 
Army Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service... . 6s ee ey 590 
Purple Heat 4k kw RO a A 1,217 


At the time of publication, two recommendations for the Congressional 
Medal of Honor were pending. 
TOTAL-AWARDS! 4. ince aad we YH ee 3,672 


1/LT. CHARLES J. APODACA 


VIETNAM ODYSSEY 


THE FIR YEAR 


Officer in Charge Writing and Layout 


Sketching and Art 
SGT. ROBERT FINNEY and PFC. RAYMOND BROWN 


Contributing photographers: Sgt. Bernardo Manguboyat, Sp/4 Richard Houghton, Sp, 4 
Oddvar Breiland, Sgt. Jack Baird. Special mechanical assistance was rendered by PFC Robert 
B. Gray. 


Special thanks is extended to Mr. Frank Faulkner and Mr. Steven Van 
Meter, both members of the Ist Brigade during the first six months of the 


Odyssey. The photographs they donated greatly enhanced the success of this 
book. 


There have been many other contributing factors to the final production 
of VIETNAM ODYSSEY, THE FIRST YEAR. To all those who did the seem- 
ingly small but so very necessary jobs we say a sincere thanks. Most of all, a 
proud salute to the members of the Ist Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, who 
served in the ranks of the “‘finest fighting unit in Vietnam,” this is their story 
and without them there would be no Odyssey. 


Further appreciation is expressed to Major Ivan G. Worrell, Information 
Officer, Ist Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, and to his staff who furnished 
the manuscript for publication. 


SGT. ROBERT F. BARRY 


Enemy LOSSES 


29 JULY 1965 TO 29 JULY 1966 


SuBJECT 

Killed in Action (body count) 
Killed by Air (body count) 
Viet Cong Captured 


Ralliers (VC or NVA Capitulators) 


Total Personnel 

Viet Cong Suspects 
Individual Weapons 
Crew Served Weapons 
Small Arms Ammunition 
Other Ammunition 


Signal Equipment . 


Rice 
Barley 
Other Equipment . 


Body/Weapons Ratio 
Friendly/Enemy Body Ratio 


TorAts 
1,814 
327 
212 
17 
4,361 
1,861 
481 + 125 in cache 
66 + 10 in cache 
227,000 rds + 
320 mortar rds 
108 RR rds 
3.000 12.7 rds 43 AT 
2,000 grenades 
11 radios 
2 megaphones 
| switchboard 
937% tons 
3 tons 
Large amount of medical 
supplies, over 10,000 
uniforms, 22 bicycles, 
1 typewriter. 
39:1 
1:9.4 
1:11.1 plus air 


We’RGE HOT FINISHED YeT 


As the month of July began and the first year in 
Vietnam came to a close the diplomats and warriors 
continued their odyssey and returned to Tuy Hoa-and 
at Tuy Hoa the finest American fighting unit in Vietnam 


was together once again - ready for any task ahead. 


Damo Right You're Dot 


The 101st Airborne Division Association, under the guidance of Murray L. Cohen, 
Chairman, Historical Publications Committee, is proud to publish this edition of ‘Vietnam 


Odyssey"'—the story of the Ist Brigade, [01st Airborne Division, in Vietnam. 


The 10Ist Airborne Division Association was founded in Southern Germany in June, 
1945, at the conclusion of hostilities in Europe by combat veterans of the 10Ist Airborne 
Division who had served in Normandy, Holland, Bastogne, Belgium, Alsace, the Ruhir 
Pocket, and Southern Germany. Its purpose was, and is, “to preserve in patriotic reverence 
the memory of the fame and glory of the 10Ist Airborne Division, to maintain and strength- 
en the bonds of comradeship that distinguished the men of that Division, and to provide for 
the gathering and dissemination of information concerning these men and for their periodic 
assembly in local and national reunions.” To these objectives, the Association welcomes 
the combat veterans of the 101st Airborne Division who have served in Vietnam and those 
who have served their country in the 10st Airkorne Division in maintaining peace by car- 


rying on the traditions of the great 10Ist Airborne Division. 


Since 1946, an annual Reunion has been held and thirteen local chapters formed to 
carry out the purpose cited above. A periodical named ‘The Screaming Eagle” is published 
regularly and distributed to all members. Membership is open to any individual who served 
honorably with the 101st Airborne Division. The 101st Airborne Division Association has 


supported the active Division by awards to outstanding individuals and units. 


The 101st Airborne Division Association, publishers of the World War II history of 
the Screaming Eagles of the 101st Airborne Division, “Rendezvous With Destiny,” is hon- 
ored to bring these pages of the great story of the Ist Brigade in Vietnam to its members 
and interested readers. “KEEP THAT EAGLE SCREAMINGI" 


WALTER L, MILLER, JRa 


Sccretary-Treasurer, 


Lt. Col,, USA, Ret. 


The 
1) prepared itself for its role of the “Always First” Brigade by p 
in nirborne operations conducted in fran, the Mojave Desert, and 
U.S. training exercises, During the month of May, 1965, the B 
slcrted for Vietnam. A Brigade Task Foree was authorized 10) 66 
sorations consisting of Brigade Headquarters; the Ist and 2nd A 
try Battalions of the 327th Infantry and the Ist Of the 5 


por Battalion (Quartermaster 
adron, 17th Airborne C 
yn of the Division Military Police Co, a Military 
hment, a Radio Research Unit; and a platoon front Go. B, 
val Battalion. The Brigade embarked from Oakland: Army Termin 


Airborne Division. The 
American Bald Fagh supe 
sits directly above: the shield: 
‘nto the original, 


thereon A th, “AIRBORNE, 
¢ to Old Abe, the name g 


owes ins tine: 


Aih Wisconsin 


and promise of the future, ‘The Division song is “Rendeavon 
Iron the piophetic words of is First Division eommandery Mi 
C Lee. that the 11st Airhorne Division had “x rendeyved 


This “Destiny” is being met by the men of the t 


